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On the Volcanic Activities of Izu- Oshima Island
After 1987 (Part 3)
*
- — From' April to December 1990 —

!

Kunihiko ANDO

. Five to ten months prior to the eruption of thé Volcano Mihara on October 4, 1990, the’
following- precursory‘ phenomena were observed : (1) A decrease in the surface temperature at
the bottom of the Volcano’s summit crater, (2) Frequent occurrence of collapse of the inner
wall of the crater, (3) Frequent occurrence of unusual sounds (not accompanied by falling
stones ) from" inside the crater, and (4). An increase in the number and amplitudes of earth-
quakes which continuously occurred over a short time period with probable hypocenters in the
caldera region. After the large- scale eruption of November 1986, eruptions ,w/ith subsidence
of the crater bottom occurred twice (November 16-19, 1987 and October 4, 1990). Common
‘to’ ‘both -these eruptions was phenbmenon (4) above. No comparision can be made of the sur-
face phenomena, beg:a’use' Volcano Mihara’s summit crater was filled with lava on November
1987, and the eruption on October 1990 occurred after the~formatior} of the crater.
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