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ABSTRACT: Some tsunami lists include data on a ghost tsunami that supposedly struck Japan due to the
1586 earthquake off the coast of Peru. One possible cause for this ghost tsunami was the word "legend" being
mistranslated as "monument" in the English version of the Technical Report of the Japan Meteorological
Agency. Another is the unsubstantiated tsunami intensity recorded in the Japanese and English Technical
Reports. However, the main cause was that the date for a tsunami legend told by a resident of Tokura village
was recorded as Tensho 14 (1586) instead of Tensho 13 (1585). As a result, the Technical Reports
erroneously connected this tsunami legend with the 1586 earthquake off the coast of Peru. Consequently, the
data on tsunami caused by this earthquake that is provided in the far-field tsunami lists included in the reports
published in 1961 and 1963 should not be cited, because this data turned out to be erroneous.
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