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The Observation of the 1952 Eruption of the Myojin Reef
aboard Aeroplanes.

K. WADATI and A. SUWA

(Central Meteorological Observatory)

The writers observed the activities of the submarine volcano, Myojin Reef (3A1°56.7’
N, 140°00.5’E), on Sept. 17 and 18 aboard passenger planes. The newly-formed volcanic
islet was 120~200 m across and about 30 m high. Slight explosions took place incessantly,
ejecting red-hot lava fragments. The volcanic smoke rose more than 2000 'm high. The sea
-near the spot covered with ashes and pumice stones, and turned yellowish-green in color.

Especially, molten lava welled out in quantities on the evening of Sept. 17.



